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THE NATIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATION is the 
national professional organization of the teachers 
of America. It was established in 1857 to advance 
the interests of the teaching profession and pro- 
mote the cause of education thruout the United 
States. It has played an important part in all for- 
ward-looking educational movements in this coun- 
try since its organization. 


1 It has helped increase the average annual 


salary of teachers from $189 in 1879 to 
* $1550 in 1944 and has helped teachers in 

practically every state to secure special 

salary increases to meet the wartime rise 
* in the cost of living. 


2 It has helped more than half of the 


” teachers in the nation to secure tenure and 
retirement systems, and is working for 
* these advantages for all teachers. 


3 It has helped raise the standards of 
* preparation of teachers and contributed 
to their preservice and inservice profes- 
sional growth. 


* 

4 It has protected thousands of teachers 
* against unfair dismissal. 
* 5 It has enlisted support for education 


from such important groups as the NAM, 
U. S. Chamber of Commerce, American 
* Legion, AFL, CIO, NCPT, Women’s 
Clubs, Service Clubs, Editors and Adver- 


tisers. 


6 It helped repeal ‘The Little Red Rider” 

* —a law which required District of Colum- 
bia teachers to take a special loyalty oath 
every month. 


7 It secured an amendment to the Hatch 
* Act which restored civil rights to teachers. 


* * * * * * * * 
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« ACHIEVEMENTS of the NEA 


8 It has worked actively to secure ade- 
quate school support based on sound 
methods of financing. 


9 It has stimulated democracy in educa- 
tion by practicing and encouraging teacher 
participation in the development of educa- 
tional policies and programs. 


10 It has furnished national leadership in 
education, formulating and disseminating 
vital longtime policies. Its publications and 
those of its committees, departments, and 
commissions have made outstanding con- 
tributions to educational thinking and na- 
tional welfare. 


TI It has helped modernize and improve 
the curriculums of our elementary schools, 
highschools, colleges, and universities. 


12 It has helped state teachers associations, 
serving as a clearinghouse for information 
regarding all phases of education, and fur- 
nishing facts and expert counsel for their 
public relations and legislative programs. 


13 It has helped local teachers associations, 
encouraged their establishment and assisted 
in the development of their programs and 
the solution of their problems. 


14 It has helped protect schools against 
attack, championing the cause of educa- 
tion vigorously and exposing the selfish 
motives of vested interests whose leaders 
have sought to undermine the confidence 
of the public in its schools. 


15 It has helped gear our educational pro- 
gram to the war effort, encouraging effec- 
tive teaching of democracy and helping 
teachers and pupils to do their part toward 
winning the war and the peace. 


* * * * * * 
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